The United States and the Middle East, 1919-Present

University of Evansville Professor Daniel Bgrn
History 323 db89@evansville.edu
MWF 9:00-9:50 HH 118 Phone: 488-2798
Office Hours: MWF 10:00-NOON Office: Olnest 340
MWF  2:00-3:00 PM
TH 11:00-NOON

This course will examine the legacy of Wilson'sieisfor the Middle East and how it shaped Unitealt&
decolonization policy following World War Two. Stents will learn about the emergence of independent
states including Israel and the emerging conflietsveen various nations and non-state actors $94¢8.

The United States role in the Middle East andptctic actions towards various states will be eixeth

and students will gain an understanding of howehmdicies have helped to shape the current sfate o
affairs in the area.

Course Requirements:

Two Midterm Exams 30%

Final Exam 20%

Reaction Paper 10%

Book Review 10%

Research Paper 20%

Class Participation 10%

Grading Scale: A 93-100 B- 80-82 D+ 67-69
A- 90-92 C+ 77-79 D 64-66
B+ 87-89 C 73-77 F Below 64
B 83-86 C- 70-72

Explanation of Course Requirements

The course is structured lectures and class discufscused on the assigned readings. Attendance a
lectures and discussions are both mandatory arebsaxy to successfully complete the course. Attecel
will be taken at the beginning of each class. Bsie absences (4 classes) will lead to a diminufahe
student’s participation grade. Reading assignmemntst be done before class discussion. Studerss mu
also come to class prepared to answer questionpatidipate in discussions. Students will be gchdn
their preparation and participation in class disauss. The instructor reserves the right to adsteni
quizzes on discussion days. Students performingersity service should be sure to advise the psuiein
advance and insure proper supporting evidenceoigded. Students who experience family or health
emergencies should inform the Dean of Studentgpamde proper documentation.

In class examinations will consist of three (3)rslamswers followed by an essay question. Studeititbe
given ten (10) possible items for the short answersthree (3) possible essays during the prigscla
meeting. Students should be prepared to answesfahese questions presented on the day of the
examination. The final examination will be an exgad form of the in class examinations. The final
examination will be cumulative and the possiblershaswers and essay questions will be handedrout o
the final day of class. Exams must be taken erdty that they are scheduled unless prior arraagem
are made with the professor. Students with didgegdsilshould register with the Office of StudenfeLand
inform the professor in advance of any special aeduch they require.

Students will be asked to write one book reviewhef monographs by Heiss or Citino. Students vgls
up in advance to indicate which book they will mwvi The professor will give guidelines for the
construction of this review. A reaction paper Wil written by mid-semester based on any of theragv
topics of discussion during the course. The sttgdeil be asked to engage both the primary and



secondary sources presented for the topic. Thiestishould present a brief summary of these positi
and organize an opinion based on the availablerrakte This paper will be five (5) pages in length
(roughly 1,500 words), double-spaced, with prapgtions (use the Chicago Manual of Style or MLA).
All the papers are to be presentedimes New Roman 12-poinfont. Papers are due on March 1, 2007
and will not be accepted after that date. Finallydents will be asked to write a 10-12 page rekgaaper
on a topic approved by the professor. The studéhtrganize primary and secondary material aroand
focused thesis and produce a well-crafted anabfdise subject. Research papers are due on Ayil 2
2007 and will not be accepted after that date.

Honor Requirements and Plagiarism:

Due to the unfortunate expansion of plagiarismaratiemic dishonesty, students will be remindethaif t
adherence to the University of Evansville’s hongtem and sign the following honor statement on all
work submitted.

| understand that any work which | submit for course credit will imply that | have adhered to this Academic
Honor Code: | will neither give nor receive unauthorized aid, nor will | tolerate an environment which
condones the use of unauthorized aid.

In addition, students will submit their writing &gsments to turnitin.com for evaluation of theipeas
contents against known sources. Failure to setitkipaper to turnitin.com within in three dayshef
paper’'s due date will result in the paper not beaayl and a zero being assigned. Students caught
plagiarizing material face the loss of the assigmingeade and possible referral to the Honor Council

To submit papers, go to turnitin.com and registargelf for the courseliIST323MiddleEast. The class
ID number is1768144 The class passwordNéiddleEast. (The password is case sensitiye Any
problems with enrollment should be brought to thetriictor’s attention immediately.

All papers should use the previously discussediaitdormats and students should insure that atkvi®
either properly cited or remains original. Any gtiens regarding citations should be presentetdo t
instructor prior to submitting work either in classto turnitin.com.

The instructor encourages collaboration of studdatsg preparation for exams. However, no notes o
outlines are to be used during the exam perioddesits are to come to each exam with a blue bodlthen
exam sheet. All other materials will be propettyvged and will not be retrieved until the exam is
completed.

Class Readings

Nathan Citino, From Arab Nationalism to OPEC: Blsawer, King Sa'ud, and the Making of
U.S.-Saudi Relations

Peter Hahn, Crisis and Crossfire: The United Statel the Middle East Since 1945

Mary Ann Heiss, Empire and Nationhood

Douglas Little, American Orientalism: The Uniteth®s and the Middle East Since 1945

Class Schedule:

DUE TO DR. BYRNE'S TRIP TO JORDAN TO STUDY ISLAM AN D THE MIDDLE EAST,
CLASSES WITH DR. BYRNE WILL NOT BEGIN UNTIL JANUARY 22.

READINGS SHOULD BE DONE PRIOR TO CLASS MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK ASSIGNED



Week One: Wilson’s Ghost World War Two and Ol
Douglas Little, Introduction and Chapter 1
Peter Hahn, Chapter 1

Tue. Jan. 23
Thur. Jan. 25
Week Two

Cold War and the Middle East

Douglas Little, Chapter 2

Tues. Jan. 30
Thur. Feb. 1
Week Three

The Rise of Israel and the Arab-IsraelConflict

Peter Hahn, Chapter 2
Douglas Little, Chapter 3

Tues. Feb. 6
Thur. Feb. 8

Week Four
Tues. Feb. 13
Thur. Feb. 15
Week Five

Tues. Feb. 20
Thur. Feb. 22

Week Six

Tues. Feb. 27
Thur. Mar. 1

Mar. 3-Mar. 11
Week Seven

Tues. Mar. 13
Thur. Mar. 15

Week Eight

Tues. Mar. 20
Thur. Mar. 22

Week Nine
Tues. Mar. 27
Thur. Mar. 29
Week Ten

Tues. Apr. 3
Thur. Apr. 5

Oil and the Challenge of Nationalism
Peter Hahn, Chapter 3

Mary Ann Heiss, Empire and Nationhood
Heiss Book Review Due

Exam#l

The Rise of Nasser and Pan-Arabism
Douglas Little, Chapter 5

Searching for “Moderate Arabs” andOil Security
Nathan Citino, From Arab Nationalism to OPEC
Citino Book Review Due
REACTION PAPER DUE

SPRING BREAK

Divide and Conquer: The Continud&tole of Israel in United States Policy
Peter Hahn, Chapter 4

Pulling Power from Defeat
Douglas Little, Chapter Six

Shuttle Diplomacy and the Camp éd Accords
Douglas Little, Chapter Eight
Peter Hahn, Chapter 5

The Collapse of the Shah

Exam#2



Week Eleven Beirut and Other Legacies
Douglas Little, Chapter Seven
Peter Hahn, Chapter 6

Tues. Apr. 10

Thur. Apr. 12

Week Twelve The Mother of All Wars
Peter Hahn, Chapter 7

Tues. Apr. 17

Thur. Apr. 19

Week Thirteen  What Happened to the “Moderates”?
Tues. Apr. 24
Thur. Apr. 26 RESEARCH PAPER DUE

Week Fourteen September 11 and Its Long-term Consegnces
Douglas Little, Conclusion
Peter Hahn, Chapter 8

Tues. May. 1

Wed, May 9 Final Examination 8:00 AM.



